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HOUSEHOLD RENOVATION PROJECTS MAY POSE DANGER TO PETS

Before embarking on that "do-ityoursell™ praject, review these
hekpfud hints 1o keep pets safie from the hazards that common
lome improvemnent materiaks can pose

F'amis. r"-"':l A
'.: could shill produce gastraintestingl upset. Artist's paints

..|II.'I specially pains coukd contain heawy matals that could
potertally Be harmful if karge enough amounts are ingested,
':-"r'ul" your pet get paint on its skin ar hair coat, never use
)ants 1o remowe it—a chemical bum
coukd resull. Instead, a mikd pet shampoo or liquid hand dish-
washeng detergent can be used to bathe the skin and tur. If the
EEQasUre o '.I-=.' 1air coal is extensive, clipping or shaving by a
an may be required.

W thinner ar similar sok

OCal velennae

Adhesives/Glues - Depending on the type of adhesive

nvahed, a variety of clinical effects are possible following inges-

tian, Certain carstrection glees may produce only mild gastrpin-
lestimal upset, while others can cause mare significant irritation
Agditianally, some expanding glue products can result in a
patentially [ife-threatening gastrointestinal obstruction if ingest-
Salvents - Paint thinners, mineral spirits and other solvents can
esull In sesere irritation ar chemical bums fo the skin and
mucous membranes of the eyes, mouth and gastraintesting
tract. In addition, ingestion could produce central nervous sys-
lem cepression, and mhalation of these substances could lead
10 asgiralion prewmnania

Lead - Some alder homes, particularly those built prior to 1978,
may contan surfaces that have been painted with kead-based
pamts. Lead exposure can ooour from eating paint chips ar by
ribaling pamt dust from sanded/scraped surfaces. Other paten-
tial sources of lead can indude drapeny weights, plumbing parts,
putty, rug pads and Bnoleum. Laad exposure can produce gas-
troentestinal, behavioral or neurologic eflects, as well & dinicz
symptoms from anemia. The Environmental Protection Agency
(EPA) is ane source of information 1o help datarmine if wour
hiome could pose 3 lead theeat; inlormation can be found at
wrvvaLepa.gavkead.

Ll We Care ... for Your Pets

vater-based latex Pamis are relaively bory i fioo-

Mold - Maold can be found in many parts of the home, mcluding
under carpeting, behind wialls, or in heatmgioooling ducts.
Certain species of mold can produce mycotoxns, which can pro
duce gastraintestingl, cardiac andior meurologic effects such as
tremiors and SeIzumes, Ve most proiEmanc mald exposures m
pets irvole the ingestion of spoiled foods, if mold s discovered
in the home pet owners should contact the ERA at
wiww.epa.govimold for information an mold hazards, mcluding
safe ¢ edning and remayal in oroer 1o a0 the potentia fior
problems

Fhysical Hazands - Pets could be at risk from a wide variety of
phwsical hazards in homes that ane be N rendyaned, in udir i
nails, tacks, staples, screws, insulation, electrcal conds on power
toals, and many others. Ingestion of nails and other small hard
ware fasteners can cause |I.*.-n.---- 1o the gastrointestnal tract
and could result in an chstruction as well, Pets chewing an
plugged in elecincal cores ould become ¢lectrocuted and/or
suffer electrical burms o the mauth

A5 prevention is the key 10 avoiing probkems from accidental
EXPOSUNES, animal [wners Shoukl Kiep pels comgMetely aut af
Areas Where rencwvation oF other home mprovement progacts are
QCrurming, and should always read and Tollow label directions lor
, 1L may be avisabea
eliminate tha

safe use and storage. b certain situations
to Doand pets an @ kennel of daycare | -_||_|I|_:.' 10
notential for exposure to hazardous wubstances, H an accidental
expasure should ooourn, wmers thoukl week yelerinany assstance
promgtly by calling their kncal veteninanan of an ammal paison
hotline. Addtionally, owners should have the product container
of packaging available for reference, as critical ingrediant infor
ATON OF INGITRCTIONS O oW 10 mar e JCLI0E antal R0 Lrers
Ty be on The Label

ASPCA Animal Poison Control Center, 1-888-426-4435

The Animal Poison Hotline, BE8-232-B870 sponsored by
Horth Shore Animal League America and PROSAR
International Animal Poison Center (JAPC).




